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  THINK ABOUT IT

Micro: Local community
What did you learn—both formally and informally—from your family and school 
experiences that make you who you are today?

Meso: National institutions, 
complex organizations, and 

ethnic groups

How does the institution of state or national government influence family and 
education?

Macro: National and global 
systems

How do family and education influence the nation and vice versa? Why and in 
what ways are these institutions becoming globalized?

B aby Tambara could be any one of us. Baby 
Tambara is born into a family in some community 
and country in the world. What will be her fate? 

Will she be rich, well fed, loved, educated, and successful, 
or will she be one of the billions of world citizens living in 
poverty, hungry, with little chance for education or suc-
cess? The two institutions introduced in this chapter shed 
light on how Baby Tambara is introduced into her social 
world. Macro-level factors like whether her country is in 
the Global North or South and what her opportunities in 
her country are will affect her future life. Her state or prov-
ince and her ethnic background—factors at the meso 
level—also influence her life chances. In this chapter, we 
focus primarily on the micro level and how that shapes 
Baby Tambara’s socialization experiences, launches her 
into contact with the organizations in her life, and helps 
her become a productive member of her society.

Family is where socialization starts. It provides Baby 
Tambara with her initial grounding in the world, meeting 
her basic needs for food, clothing, shelter, and social inter-
action. She would not survive long without these necessi-
ties. It is in the family that she will also begin to learn 
language, survival skills, and the values and beliefs that are 
needed in her social world.

If Baby Tambara is fortunate, she will start her education 
sometime between ages 3 and 6. Here, she will learn her 
ABCs and 1-2-3s, enabling her to function in a literate society 
and eventually develop the skills necessary to make a living 
in her society. Our personal interactions with these institu-
tions—our family and our schools—are involved from birth 
and early childhood through adulthood to the end of life.

Once again, you will be asked to apply the theories with 
which you are now familiar to the discussion of these insti-
tutions. Briefly, structural-functional theory focuses  
on the purposes each institution serves for society. Conflict 
theory considers the tensions between different institu-
tions and the way people with power use institutions to 

protect their interests and their privileges. Symbolic inter-
action theory considers the socialization process and 
interactions that result from individuals learning proper 
behaviors and expectations in their social worlds. Rational 
choice theory studies how individuals weigh the costs and 
benefits of their options when making decisions. Feminist 
theory advocates for seeing the woman’s point of view 
when doing research.

This chapter focuses primarily on micro-level social-
ization experiences, as it provides an overview of how the 
institutions of family and education contribute to our 
learning to be a member of society. We now follow Baby 
Tambara through her early socialization process.

FAMILY 

HOW DO WE  
MAKE PEOPLE?
Let us assume that Baby Tambara has been born into a fam-
ily in Niger, Africa, one of the poorest countries on earth. 
Baby Tambara will have many relatives to watch over her 
and teach her the ways and beliefs of the group. However, 
she may not have access to school, as education has little to 
do with her immediate needs and family’s expectations. 
Each of the children in her large family has chores appropri-
ate for his or her age and gender. The older girls help their 
mother with the youngest children, the household chores, 
preparing meals, fetching water, and caring for the animals. 
Most likely, they—and eventually Baby Tambara—will be 
married at a young age to a man who has several wives. They 
will then care for his herds and many children.

However, let us imagine another scenario: Baby Aina 
has been born into a Swedish family, one of two children. 
When she is a few months old, she will spend part of her 


